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HOTEL  DE  LONDRES, 
CHAMOUNIX. 
July  22.  xZx6. 
My  dear  Peacock 

Wbilst  you  arc  ci^gagcd  it)  securing  a 
borpc  for  us,  wc  arc  wapdcripg  ix)  search  of  re- 
collectioi)S  to  cipbcUisb  it.  I  do  i^ot  err  it)  cop- 
ceiviijg  tbat  you  are  interested  it)  details  of  all 
that  is  rpajestic  or  beautiful  it)  ijature. — But  bow 
sbalT  I  describe  to  you  tbe  sceijes  by  wbicb  I  an) 
t)ovi  surrounded. — ^To  exbaust  epitbets  wbicb 
express  tbe  astopisbn?ei>t8?  tbe  adipiratiot} — tbe 
very  excess  of  satisfied  expectation;  wbere  ex- 
pectation scarcely  acknowledged  any  boundary 
— is  tbis  to  irnp^ss  upon  your  inind  tbe  linages 
wbicb  fill  ToiT)Q  now,  even  until  it  overfTows?  I 
too  bad  read  before  now  tbe  raptures  of  travel- 
lers. I  will  be  warned  by  tt)eir  exainpl^*  I  will 
siinply  detail  to  you,  all  tbat  I  can  relate,  or  all 
tbat  if  related  I  could  enable  you  to  conceive  of 
wbat  we  bave  done  or  seen  since Qic  inorning  of  ftve 
2otb  wben  we  left  Geneva. — 
Tbe  plains  wbicb  surround  Geneva,  and  inter- 
vene between  tbat  city  and  tbe  Alps  are  interest- 
ing and  pretty. — After  four  bours  travelling  wc 
arrived  at  Bonn^vilTe,  a  little  town  situated  on  Oifi 
Arve  wbicb  bere  runs  tbrougb  a  valley  enclosed 
between  two  lofty  ipountains  dotbed  witb  wild 
K>rests  of  pine  and  cbestnut. — Proceeding  fron> 
BonncvilTe,  tbe  road  winds  along  tbe  foot  of  tbe 
inountains,tbro'  tbe  woods.  In  tbree  bours  njorc 
wc  arrived  at  Cluses,  and  suddenly  turning  to  flic 
rigbt  enter  anarrowpass  wbere  tbe  Arve  appears 

3 


tobavc  fbrccd  its  wayffitobavG  Icfk  opeacb  sideit^ 
ruii)S,  flic  perpendicular  n?oui)taii)S. — Tbe  scci)c 
rescipblcs  tbat  of  Matlock  differing  on^y  ii>  tbc 
irpipcnsity  of  its  proportions.  Froip  Cluse  to 
St.  Martin  (in  tbe  ipap  it  is  called  Sallancl)es) 
tl)e  character  of  tl)e  scenery  contin^ics  tbe  saine, 
tl)e  inountains  perpetually  becorning  inore  ele- 
vated, and  exbibitins  at  every  turn  of  tbe  road 
inore  craggy  sutnipits,  loftier  waterfalls — wider 
extent  of  forests,  darker  and  ipore  deep  recesses. 
At  St.  Martin  we  sleep. — Frorp  St.  Martin  we  as- 
cend on  rx)\xles  to  Cbaipounix  accoinpapicd  by 
two  guides  wbo  b^ld  tbe  ipules  on  wbicb  Mary 
and  Clare  rode.  For  an  bour,  we  proceed  along 
tbe  vall^  of  flic  Arve — a  valley  surrounded  on  aU 
sides  by  iipinense  inountains  wbose  jugged  pre- 
cipices were  intenpixed  on  bigb  witb  dazzling 
snow :  Tbcir  base  was  still  covered  witb  tb^  eter- 
nal forestwbicb  perpetually  grew  darker  8Spro- 
^under  as  it  approacb^d  tbe  regions  of  snow. — 
After  baving  visited  a  waterfall  wbicb  was  very 
fine  we  turned  to  tbe  left  and  stiff  following  tbe 
valley,  or  now  ratber  tbe  vast  ravine  wbicb  is^^be 
coucb  and  tbe  creation  of  tbe  terrible  Arve,  ap- 
proacbed  Cbaipounix.  We  ascended  winding 
between  inountains  wbose  iipipensity  staggers 
flue  itnagination. — ^We  crossed  tbe  patb  of  a  torrent 
wbicb  tbree  days  since  bad  descended  fron>  tbe 
snow  and  torn  flic  road  away.  We  dined  at  Servox, 
a  little  viffage  wbcre  tbere  are  lead  and  copper 
inines,  and  wbcre  we  saw  a  cabinet  like  tbose  of 
Keswick  82  Betbgelcrt. — ^We  saw  in  tbis  cabinet 
soine  cbainois  borns,  and  tb©  borns  of  an  exceed- 


ipgly  rare  at^iipal  called  tbe  Bouctii).  Tbis  ai)i- 
ipal  ipbabits  tbe  deserts  of  sr)ow  wbicb  lie  to  tbe 
soutb  of  Moi>t  Blapc.  It  is  ap  apiipal  of  tbe  goat 
kiijd  but  considerably  larger,  tbe  borps  weigb  at 
least  25  Epglisb  pounds,  it  is  ipcoi^ceivable  bow 
so  sipalT  ar)  atjiipal  sbould  support  so  ipordipatc 
a  weigbt.  Tbese  borps  are  of  a  very  peculiar  K)r- 
Toatiox),  beii)g  broad  ipassy  82  pointed  at  tbe  epd 
S  surroui^ded  witb  a  puipber  of  ripgs  wbicb  are 
supposed  to  afford  ai)  ir^dicatiopof  itsage.  Tberc 
were  sevepteer)  of  tbese  ripgs  ot)  ftve  largest  bon)S. 
— Fro«?  Seryox,  tbree  leagues  rerpaii)  to  Cbaip- 
out}ix.  Mopt  Blaise  vzas  before  us.  Tbe  Alps  witb 
tbeir  ii}i)un)erable  glaciers  op  bigb;  all  aroutjd  j 
closii^gip  tbe  cotpplicatedwit^dipgs  of  tbe  single 
vale : — forests  ir^expressibty  beautiful — ^but  n>a- 
jcsticit)frudr  beauty — ii)terwoyepbeecbai)dpii)e 
S  oak  oversbadowed  our  road  or  receded  wbilst 
lawi^s  of  sucb  verdure  as  I  bavepeverseei^before; 
occupied  tbese  oper)it>gs,  apd  extepdipg  gradu- 
ally becon>ir)g  darker  witb  tbeir  recesses. — Mor)t 
Blapc  was  before  us  but  was  covered  witb  cloudy 
BX)d  its  base  furrowed  witb  dreadful  gaps  was 
SQQi)  alope.  Pii^pades  of  spow,  intolerably  brigbt; 
part  of  tbe  cbaii)  connected  witb  Mont  Blanc 
sbonetbro^frue  clouds  at  intervals  on  bigb*  Inever 
knewlnever  iipagined  wbat  rpountains  were  be- 
fore. Tbe  iinn^ensity  of  tbese  aerial  suinipits  ex- 
cited, wben  tbcy  suddenly  burst  upon  ^  sigbt, 
a  sentiinent  of  extatic  wonder,  not  unallied  to 
inadness — And  reipeinber  tbis  was  all  one  scene. 
It  all  pressed  borne  to  our  regard  and  to  our  in?- 
agination. — Tbougb  it  einbraccd  a  great  nuinbcr 
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of  xpilcs  tbc  sr)ovry  pyraipids  wl)icb  sbot  ii)toflic 
bright  blue  sky  sccipcd  to  ovcrbapg  our  patb — 
tbe  ravipG^clotbcdwitb  s^S^P^i^  pipes  apd  black 
witb  its  deptb  below — so  deep  tbat  tbcvery  roar^ 
it)s  of  five  uptaipeable  Arye  wbicb  rolled  ttyroxxst) 
itcould  potbebcard  above — was  close  to  our  very 
footsteps.  All  was  as  ipucb  our  owp  as  if  we  bacl 
beep  flic creatorsofsucbin^pressioijsipftveipipds 
of  otbcrs,  aspowoccupiedour  owp. — Nature  was 
tbc  poet  wbose  banpopy  bcld  our  spirits  ipore 
breatblcss  tt)ai)  tbat  of  tbe  divipest. 
As  we  entered  tbc  valTey  of  Cbatpoupix  (wbicb 
it)  fact  tpay  be  considered  as  a  coijtipuatioi)  of 
tbose  wbicb  we  bave  followed  frotp  Bot^pevilTe 
ai)dCluscs)  clouds  bupg  upor>  tbe  n>out)taips,at 
tbc  distance  perbaps  of  6000  fSet  fron>  tbe  eartb^ 
but  so  as  effectually  to  coi^ceal  pot  op^^  Mopt 
Blapc,but  tbc  otber  'aiguilles'  as  tbcy  call  tbcip 
bcre^attacbcdffisubordipatetoit. — Weweretrav-^ 
ellipgalopgGvevalTey^wbGp  suddenly  webcarda 
soupdas  of  a  burst  of  sipotbcred  tbupder  rolfipg 
above. — Yet  tbcre  was  sorpetbipg  eartbly  i^  *^ 
soupd  tbat  told  us  it  could  pot  be  tbupdcr.  Our 
guidebastijypoiptedout  tousapartof  flic  ipoup- 
taip  opposite  ffoip  wbcpce  tbc  soupd  caipc. — It 
was  ap  avalapcbc.  We  saw  flic  sipoke  of  its  patb  aip- 
opg  tbc  rocks  SScoptipued  to  bear  at  iptervals  tbe 
burstipg  of  its  fall.  It  fell  op  tbe  bed  of  a  torrept 
wbicb  it  displaced  apd  preseptjy  we  saw  tbc  tor^ 
rept  also  spread  itself  over  tbc  ravipe  wbicb  was 
its  coucb* — ^We  arrived  atCbaipoupix  at  6  o'clock. 
— ^We  did  pot  as  we  bad  desigped,  visit  flic  glacier 
deBoissoptoday^altbo'itcoipeswitbipafcwipip- 
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utes  walk  of  tbc  road  wisbips  to  sxxrvey  it  at  ka^ 
sure  wbcpupfatigucd.  Wc  saw  tbis  glacier  wl)icl) 
corpes  close  to  tbe  fertile  plait).  Its  surface  is  ir^ 
regularly  brokci}  ipto  a  tbousat^dupaccouptablc 
figures.  Copical  apd  pyran>idal  crystallizations 
rpore  tbar)  5o  feet  it)  beigbt  rise  ff  on>  its  surface, 
ffi  precipices  of  ice  of  a  cUizzlipg  splendour  over- 
bapg  tbe  woods  ai>d  ipeadows  of  tbc  vale.  Tbis 
glacier  wipds  froip  tbe  valfey  uptil  it  joips  tbc 
n^asses  of  ff  ost  fron)  wbicb  it  wasproduced  above, 
wipdipg  tbro'  its  owp  ravii^e  like  a  brigbt  belt 
ffupg  over  ftve  black  regioi}  of  piijes.  Tbcre  is  iporc 
it)  all  tbcse  scenes  tbap  ipere  njagijitude  of  pro- 
portion— tbcre  is  a  ipajesty  of  outline,  tbcre  is  ai> 
awful  grace  it)  tbc  very  colour  wbicb  invest  tbcse 
wonderful  sbapcs — a  cbarrp  wbicb  is  peculiar  to 
tbcin,  quite  distinct  even  ff  on)  tbe  reality  of  tbeir 
unutterable  greatness. 

CHAMOUNIX  24tb— 
Yesterday  rporning  we  went  to  tbe  source  of  tbe 
Arveiron*  It  is  about  a  league  ff  on)  tbe  village — 
Tbe  river  rolls  iinpetuous^  frorn  ap  arcb  of  ice, 
and  spreads  itself  in  tnany  streains  over  a  vast 
space  of  tbe  valTey  ravaged  and  laid  bare  by  its 
inundations.  Tbe  glacier  by  wbicb  its  waters  are 
nourisbed  overbangs  tbis  cavern  8S  five  plain  and 
tbe  forests  of  pines  wbicb  surround  it  witb  ter- 
ribleprecipices  of  solid  ice.  On  ft^otber  side  rises 
tbe  iininense  glacier  of  Montanvert,  5o  ipiles  in 
extent  occupying  a  cbasin  atnong  inountains  of 
inconceivable  beigbt  and  of  fortns  so  pointed  and 
abrupt  tbat  tbey  seein  to  pierce  tbe  sky.  Froin 
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tbis  glacier  wc  saw  as  we  sat  ox)  a  rock  dose  to  oi)c 
of  tbc  strcaips  of  tibc  Arvciroi),  ipasscs  of  ice  de- 
tacb  tberpselves  frotx)  ox)  bififb^  ai^d  fall  witl)  a  loud 
dull  poise  ipto  tbe  vale.  Tbc  violence  of  tbcif  fall 
turped  tben?  ir^to  powder  wbicb  ffowed  over  tbe 
rocks  it)  itpitatiop  of  tbe  waterfalls  wbose  ravines 
tbcy  usurped  at)d  filled.  Ii)  five  evepipg  Mary  apd 
Clara  ren>aii>ed  at  boipe  apd  I  wei^t  witb  Ducrdc 
ipy  guide  tbe  ot)^  tolerable  persoi?  I  bave  seei> 
ix)  tbis  cout}try,  to  visit  tbe  glacier  of  T&oissoi). 
Tbis  glacier  like  tbat  of  rior>tapyert  corpes  dose 
to  tbe  vale,  overbaijgit^g  tbe  greep  ipeadows  apd 
tbe  dark  woods  witb  tbe  dazzling  wbitepess  of 
its  precipices  apd  pippacles.  Tbese  glaciers  ffow 
perpetually  ir)to  flnSe  valley  ravaging  it)  tbeir  slow 
but  irresistible  progress  ftve  pastures  ai}d  tbe  for- 
ests wbicb  surrour^d  tbeip,  apd  perfonpipg  a 
work  of  desolatiop  it)  ages  wbicb  a  river  of  lava 
ipigbt  accoxr>plisbii}  ai)  bour,but  far  n>ore  irre-* 
trievabty — ^r  wbere  tt)c  ice  bas  opce  beei>  tbe 
bardiest  plaint  refuses  to  grow — if  evep,  as  ix)  sorpe 
extraordinary  ipstapceS;  it  sbould  recede  after  its 
progression  bas  opce  cotpipepced.  Tbe  glaciers 
perpetually  n>ove  op  wards  at  fric  rate  of  a  foot  eacb 
day  witb  a  tpotiop  wbicb  corpipepces  at  tbe  spot 
wbere  op  tbe  boundaries  of  perpetual  copgela- 
tiop  tbcy  are  produced  by  tbe  freezing  of  tbe 
waters  wbicb  arise  ff  oipftve  partial  rpeltipg  of  ftue 
eternal  snows.  Tbcy  drag  witb  tbctn  froin  tbe  re-- 
gionswbencetbcyderiveftvdr  origin  all  five  ruins 
of  tbe  inountain^  enortnous  rocks,  and  iinn?ense 
accurpulations  of  sand  ffi  stones.  Tbese  are  driven 
onwardsby  fltve  irresistibleprogressof ftte  streain 
o 


of  solid  ice  ai>d  wbcp  ttyoy  arrivG  at  a  declivity  of 
tbe  ipouptaip  sufKcicpt^y  rapid,  roll  dowp  scat- 
tering ruip.  I  saw  ope  of  tljese  rocks  wbicb  bad 
descei}ded  it)  tt)e  spring — wii)ter  b^re  is  tbe  sea- 
SOT)  of  siler}cc  apdsafety — ^wbicl)  treasured  40  feet 
IT)  every  direction.  Tbe  verge  of  a  glacier,  like  tbat 
of  Boissoi},  presei}ts  tbe  n>ost  vivid  iipage  of  deso- 
lation tbat  it  is  possible  to  conceive.  No  ope  dares 
to  approacb  it,  for  tbe  eponpous  pinnacles  of  ice 
perpetually  fall,  82  are  perpetually  reproduced. 
— ^Tbe  pines  of  ti^e  forest  wbicb  bounds  it  at  one 
extrerpity  are  overtbrown  82  sbattered: — tbere  is 
soinetbipg  inexpressibly  dreadful  in  tbe  aspect 
of  tbe  few  brancbless  trunks  wbicb  nearest  tofrue 
ice  rifts  stiff  stand  in  tbe  uprooted  soil.  Tbe  inea- 
dows  perisb  overwbelined  witb  sand  and  stones. 
"Witbin  tbis  lastyeartbeseglaciersbave  advanced 
tbjf ee  bundred  feet  into  tbe  valley.  Saussurc  tbe 
naturalist  says  tbat  tbey  bave  tbeir  periods  of  in- 
crease and  decay— tbepeopleoftbecountry  bold 
an  opinion  entirely  different,  butasIjudge,inore 
probable.  It  is  agreed  by  all  tbat  tbe  snows  on  five 
suininit  of  Mont  Blanc  and  tbe  neigbbouring 
inountains  perpetually  augipent,  and  tbat  ice  in 
tbe  fonn  of  glacier  subsists  witbout  njelting  in 
tbe  valTey  of  Cbainounix  during  its  transient  and 
variable  suininer.  If  five  snow  wbicb  produces  five 
glaciers  inust  atiginent  and  tbe  beat  of  tbe  valTey 
is  no  obstacle  to  five  perpetual  subsistence  of  sucb 
inasses  of  ice  as  bave  already  descended  into  it, 
tbe  consequence  is  obvious.— Tbe  glaciers  inust 
auginent  and  will  subsist  at  least  until  tb^y  bave 
overffowed  tbis  vale. — I  will  not  pursue  Buffon's 


subliroG  but  glooipy  tbcory,  tbat  tbis  cartb  wbicb 
WG  ipbabit  will  at  sorpc  future  period  be  cbai^ged 
it)to  aipass  of  frost. — Do  you  wbo  assert  five  supre-^ 
ipacy  of  Abfiipai)  in^agipe  bin>  tbror>ed  aipor^g 
flicsc  desolatii^g  si^ows,  aipopg  tbese  palaces  of 
deatb  apd  frost,  sculptured  ii>  tbis  tbeir  terrible 
ipagpificei^ce  by  tbe  upsparipg  bapd  of  ijecessi- 
ty^ffi  tbat  be  casts  aroui>d  bin)  as  ftic  first  essays  of 
bis  fipal  usurpatioi)  avalapcbes,  torrepts,  rocks 
ai}d  tbupders . . .  ai>d  above  all,  tbese  deadly  gla- 
ciers at  opce  tbe  proofs  apd  tbe  syipbols  of  bis 
reigp. — Add  to  tbis  tbe  degradation  of  tbe  buipap 
species,  wbo  it)  tbese  regions  are  balf  deforn>ed  or 
idiotic  apd  all  of  wbon?  are  deprived  of  apytbipg 
tbat  cap  excite  interest  apd  adipiratiop.  Tbis  is  a 
part  of  tbe  subject  ipore  ii^ourpful  apd  less  sub- 
lirpe : — ^but  sucb  as  peitber  tbe  poet  por  tbe  pbil- 
osopber  sbould  disdaip.  It  presents  views  devel- 
opipept  of  wbicb  I  reserve  for  copversatiop. 
Today,  we  departed  op  ftvepron>ise  of  afipe  day  to 
visit  tbe  glacier  of  Moptapvert  it)  tbat  part  wberc 
itfillsafratvairGy,apd  is  called ftve  scaof  ice. Tbis 
valTey  is  960  toises,or  7600  feet  above  tbe  level  of 
tbe  sea.  We  bad  pot  proceeded  far  before  tbe  raip 
begap  to  fall,  but  we  persisted  uptil  we  bad  ac- 
coipplisbed  ipore  tbap  balf  our  jourpcy,  wbep 
we  returped  wet  tbi*ougb. 

CHAMOUNIXju^yzS. 
We  bave  returped  froip  visitipg  tbis  glacier:  a 
scepe  ip  trutb  of  dizzyipg  wopder.  Tbe  patb  tbat 
wipds  to  it  alopg  tbe  side  of  a  ipouptaip  pow 
dotbed  witb  pipes,  pow  iptersected  witb  spowy 
to 


boITows  is  wide  8E  steep. — Tfee  cabip  of  Moptai)- 
ycrt  is  3  leagues  frorp  Cbaipoupix^balf  of  wbicb 
distance  is  perforrped  op  n)uleS;  pot  so  surefoot- 
ed but  tbat  op  tbc  first  day  tbc  ope  wbicb  I  rode 
f&U,  it)  wbat  tbc  guides  call  a '  ipauvais  pas/  so  tbat 
I  parrowly  escaped  beipg  precipitated  dowp  tbc 
ipouptaip.  —  Tbe  guide  coptipually  bcld  tbat 
wbicbMary  rode . . .  Wepassedoyerabollow  cov- 
ered witb  spow  dowp  wbicb  vast  stopes  detacbcd 
frorp  tbe  rock  above  are  accustoiped  to  roll.  Or)o 
bad  fallep  tbcprecedipg  day  a  little  tiipe  after  we 
badreturped.Tbc  guides  desired  us  to  passquick- 
\y,  for  it  is  said  tbat  sorpetiipes  tbc  least  soupd  will 
accelerate  tbcir  fall. — We  arrived  at  Moptapvert 
bo wever,  safe.  Op  all  sides  precipitous  ipouptaips 
tbe  abodes  of  uprcleptipg  frost  surroupd  tbis 
vale.  Tbcir  sides  arc  bapkcd  up  witb  ice  ffi  spow 
brokep  apd  bcaped  up  apd  exbibitipg  terrific 
cbastps.  Tbc  suipipits  are  sbarp  apd  pakcd  pip- 
paclcs  wbose  overbapgipg  stccppcss  will  pot  evep 
pcnpitspowtorest  tbere.  Tbcy  pierce  tbc  clouds 
like  tbipgs  pot  belopgipg  to  tbis  eartb.  Tbc  vale 
itself  is  filled  witb  a  ipass  of  updulatipg  ice,  apd 
bas  ap  ascept  sufficieptly  gradual  evep  to  tbe  re- 
tpotest  abysses  of  tbcseborribledeserts.  Itisop^y 
balf  a  league  (about  2  ipiles)  ip  breadtb;8S  seeips 
tpucb  less. — It  exbibits  ap  appearapce  as  if  frost 
bad  suddeply  boupd  up  tbe  waves  apd  wbirl- 
pools  of  a  ipigbty  torrept.  "We  walked  to  soipe  dis- 
tapce  upop  its  surface, — tbe  waves  are  elevated 
about  t2  or  t5  feet  frorp  tbe  surface  of  tbe  ipass 
wbicb  is  iptcrsected  witb  lopg  gaps  of  upfatboip- 
able  deptb;  tbe  ice  of  wbose  sides  is  tpore  beauti- 


fully  azure  it)Br)  five  sky.  It)  tbesc  rcgioijs  every- 
tbips  cbapges  apd  is  ip  ipotiop.Tbisvast  ipassof 
ice  l)as  oi^e  geijeralprogfrcss  wl)icl)  ceases  peitiber 
day  i}or  i^igbt.  It  breaks  apd  bursts  forever  j  its 
updulatiops  sipk  wbilst  otbers  rise.  Fron?  tbe 
precipices  wbicb  surround  it  tbe  ecbo  of  rocks 
wbicb  fall  froiptbeir  aerial  suipn?its,or  of  five  ice 
ax)d  st}ow  scarce^  ceases  for  ope  ipoipept.  Ope 
would  tbipk  tbat  Mopt  Blapc  was  a  living  beipg 
R  tbat  tbe  ff  ozep  blood  forever  circulated  slow- 
Ipr  tbrougb  bis  stopy  veips. 
We  diped — Mary  Clare  apd  ipe  op  tbe  grass  ip 
flic  opep  air  surroupded  by  tbis  scepe.  Tbe  air  is 
piercipg  apd  dear.  We  ipet  I  laipept  to  say  sorpe 
Epglisb  people  b^re,  I  will  pot  detail  to  you  tbe 
ipclapcboly  exbibitiops  of  tourisip,  wbicb  altbo' 
tbcy  eipapate  froip  tbe  spobisips  apd  exigepces 
of  tbese  vulgar  great  corrupt  tbe  ipappers  of  tbe 
people,  apd  ipake  tbis  place  apotber  Keswick. 
But  tbe  ipbabitapts  of  Cuipberlapd  are  pot  for  a 
ipoipept  to  be  coippared  witb  tbese  people,  op 
wbose  stupidity,  avarice  apd  iipposture  epgep- 
der  a  rpixture  of  vices  truly  borrible  8S  disgust- 
ipg.  It)  tbe  evepipg  we  returped  to  Cbaipoupix. 
Tbe  pext  iporpipg  we  returped  tbro'  tbe  raip  to 
St.  Martip.  Tbe  scepery  bad  lost  sorpetbipg  of  its 
iipipepsity,  tbick  clouds  bapgipg  over  tbe  bigb-- 
est  ipouptaipsj  but  visitipgs  of  supset  ipterveped 
betweep  tbe  sbowers  apd  blue  sky  betweep  tbe 
accuipulated  clouds  of  spowy  wbitepess  wbicb 
brougbt  tbeip;  apd  all  tbe  cbanp  of  its  grapdeur 
rerpaiped.  We  repassed  'PoptPellisier'  awoodep 
bridge  over  tbe  Arve  apd  tbe  ravipe  of  tbe  Arve. 
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Wg  repassed  tbc  pipe  forests  wbicb  oyerfeapg  the 
defile,  tbc  chateau  of  Saii>t  Micl)el  a baui^ted  ruir> 
built  017  tbc  edge  of  a  precipice  ai)d  sbadowed 
over  by  tbe  cterr^al  forest. — We  repassed  tbe  vale  of 
Servox,  a  vale  ipore  beautiful  because  n>ore  lux- 
uriant tbat?  tbat  of  Cban)oui>ix: — Mopt  Blai}c 
^rn>s  oi)e  of  tbe  sides  of  tbis  vale  also,  8?  rt)e  otbcr 
is  Gtjclosed  by  ap  irregular  an^pbitbcatre  of  epor- 
tpous  tpouptaips,  ope  of  wbicb  is  it)  ruips  at)d  fell 
5o  years  ago  ipto&c  bigbcr  part  of  tbc  valley  xftxc 
sn>oke  of  its  fall  was  seep  it)  Piedipopt  apd  people 
wept  ffoipTurip  to  ipvcstigate  wbetbcravolcapo 
bad  pot  burst  fortb  aipopg  tbe  Alps.  It  coptipued 
fkllipg  for  ipapy  days  spreadipg  witb  tbe  sbock 
apdftvetbupderof  itsruip  copsterpatiop  tkyro^Oxo. 
peigbbouripg  vales  apd  destroyipg  ipapy  per- 
sops. — Ip  tbe  evepipg  we  arrived  at  St.  Martip. — 
Tbe  pext  day  we  woupd  tbrougb  tbe  vallies 
wbicb  Ibave  described  before,  apd  arrived  ip  Qic 
evepipg  at  our  boipe. — 

We  bave  bougbt  soipc  speciipeps  of  ipiperals  apd 
plapts  apd  two  or  tbf  cc  crystal  seals  at  Mopt 
Blapc;  to  preserve  tbe  reipeipberapce  of  bavipg 
approacbcd  it. — ^Tbere  is  a  Cabipet  d^Histoire 
Naturelle  at  Cbaipoupix,  just  as  at  Matlock  apd 
Keswick  8?  Cliftop ;  flni  proprietor  of  wbicb  is  ftve 
very  vilest  spcciipep,  of  tbat  vile  species  of  quack 
tbat  togetbcr  witb  tbe  wbole  anpy  of  aubergistcs 
apd  guides  apd  ipdeedtbe  eptire  ipass  of  five  pop- 
ulatiop  subsist  op  tbe  weakpess  apd  credulity  of 
travellers  as  leecbes  subsist  op  tbe  blood  of  tbe 
sick. — Tbe  ipost  ipterestipg  of  ipy  purcbases  is  a 
large  coUcctiop  of  tbe  seeds  of  rare  Alpipe  plapts, 
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witb  tbeir  panics  writtci)  upop  tbc  outside  of  tbc 
papers  wbicl)  cor)tait)  tbeip.  Tl:)cse  I  njeap  to  col- 
or)ize  ip  ipy  gardei>  ip  Epglai^dj  apd  to  penpit 
you  to  ipake  wbat  cboice  you  please  of  tbcn>. — 
Tbcy  are  coippapioi^s  wbicb  tbe  celapdit^e,  tbc 
classic  cQlat)dit)Q  peed  t)oX  despise. — Ti)Qy  are  as 
wild  at)d  ipore  daripg  tbap  bc;  ar)d  will  tell  bin> 
tales  of  tbipgs  evei?  as  toucbipg  ai^d  as  subliipe  as 

tbc  gaze  of  a  yerpal  poet. Did  I  tell  you  tbat 

fticre  are  troops  of  wolves  an>or}g  Qmese  ipouptaips? 
It)  tbe  witjter  tbey  descei}d  it)Xo  Que  vallies  wbicb 
ftvespow  occupies  durii^g  six  tpoptbsof  ftve  year, 
ai^d  devour  everytbipg  tbey  fipd  outside  of  tbe 
doors.  A  wolf  is  rpore  powerful  tbap  tbe  fiercest 
apd  strongest  dog. — ^Tbere  are  i)o  bears  it)  tbese 
regions, — we  beard  wbep  we  were  at  Luceri^c 
tbat  tbey  were  occasionally  fo\xr)d  it)  tbe  forests 
wbicb  surround  tbat  lake. — 
We  returi^ed  frorp  St.  Martii)  to  our  teipporary 
boxpe  tbro'  tbe  vale  of  tbe  Arve. — 

August  2,  tSt6. 
I  bave  kept  tbis  letter  soipe  days  tbat  you  ipigbt 
deriveatleast  tbe  advat}tage&oipitsn>agi}itudeof 
i)ot  receiving  apotber  op  busii^ess. — But  pot  bav- 
ipgbeard  f?on>  youipftveipeaptiipelsepditpow. 
— I  writetoHookbaipby  tbis  days  post  to  ipforn? 
biip  tbat  I  an?  to  receive  ipopey,  apd  tbat  I  ipeap 
to  pay  bin?* — I  write  also  to  St.  Croix.  Be  so  kipd 
as  to  write  for  ipe  to  Furpiopt  to  say  tbat  it  ep- 
tirely  aroseff  oipapoicpissiop  tbat  bis  bill  was  pot 
paid;  apd  tbat  you  will  speedily  settle  it  for  ipe, 
Tbe  coal  tpap  to  wboip  I  owe  Lt3  rpay  wait,  but  it 
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would  be  as  well  to  speak  to  bin>  or  write  to  bin; 
to  assure  bin>  of  payipci)t.  Ix)  giyipg  you  tbese 
con>n?issiopsIatX7Usii)gfttepriyiledgeofaffici)d, 
apriviledgc  wbicb  tb^  interest  I  kpow  you  takcii) 
xpy  cox)CQrx)S  Bt)d  so  far  as  I  care  for  it  ipyself,  ipy 
reputation  will  engage  you  to  alTow  n^e.  Tbcy  will 
instruct  you  also  ix)  3}e  coptipuapce  of  ipy  deter- 
c^ipatiop  to  return  to  England,  and  doipesticate 
n>yself  ir>  tbe  boine  wbicb  I  bope  you  are  pre- 
paring. I  enclose  you  a  draft  for  LzS,  baving 
beard  fron>  LongdilT  tbat  tbe  sale  of  n>y  tbings  at 
Bisbopsgate  was  done  by  bis  order,  and  tbat  I 
sbould  receive  very  little  froinit. — Receive  it  on 
iny  account  8S  disburse  it  at  you  own  discretion. 
You  bad  better  send  tbe  draft  to  tbe  bankers  in  a 
letter  signed  witb  your  naine,  as  I  bave  ornitted  to 
insert  tbe  word  'bearer'  lest  it  inigbt  be  lost, — If 
Hookbatn  is  curious  about  ine  you  inay  sbow 
bin?  tbis  letter}  I  an)  glad  to  bear  fron>  your  ac- 
count tbat  be  does  not  witbbold  iron?  tne  tbe  jus- 
tice wbicb  I  axn  conscious  I  deserve. 

Always  yours  faitbfuUy 

PERCY  B.  SHELLEY. 
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